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Ofice of the General Counsel 
Federal Elections Commission 
999 E St., NW 
Washington, DC 20463 - 

Dear General Counsel: I 

Pursuant to several provisions of the Federal Election Campaign 
Act, as amended, herein refeked to as the Act, I wish to file multiple 
formal complaints against the Friends of Marilyn O'Grady congressional 
campaign, Identification Number ,COO375071 , as well-as the campaign's 
treasurer, Thomas Keller, and the candidate, Marilyn F. O'Grady. Mrs. 
O'Grady is a qualified candidate in the 4th Congressional District of New 
York. n 

L 

1. The Act stipulates that an individual becomes a candidate for 
federal office when the designated campaign committee exceeds 
$5,000.00 in either contributions or expenditures. On March 22,2002, Dr. 
Marilyn O'Grady, herein referred to as the candidate, made a personal, 
unsecured loan in the amount of $50,000 to her designated campaign 
committee, the Friends of Marilyn O'Grady, herein referred to as the 
Committee (See Attachment 1). This loan constitutes money raised and 
thus required the Committee to file a quarterly report for the first quarter I 

of 2002 by April 15,2002. In addition, on March 25,2002, payment in 
the amount of $7,500.00 was made by the Committee to Brendan Quinn 
Enterprises for campaign management (See Attachment 2). Either of 
these two transactions mandated that the Committee file the appropriate 
First Quarter, 2002, report, but in fact, no report was filed for the first 
quarter of 2002. This was not done despite the filing of a Statement of 
Organization by the CommTttee on March 21,2002 (See Attachment 3). 

2. The Committee ultimately did file a report for the period 
through June 30,2002. In this report, two personal, unsecured loans from 
the candidate, each in the amount of $50,000.00 were listed. The first loan 
was made on March 22,2002, as referenced to in paragraph 1, above (See 
Attachment l), and the second loan was made on June 29,2002 (See 
Attachment 4). Neither of these loans were listed on the appropriate form, 
but rather just as normal contributions. 
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3. Under the Act, committees are required to provide a 12 day pre-primary 
report that in the case of New York covered the period of July 1 , 2002 through August 
21,2002. This report was due August 29,2002. The Committee disregarded this 
obligation and on August 30*, the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) notified the 
Committee of its failure to file the pre-primary report (See Attachment 5). In its haste to 
meet its legal obligation, the Committee filed a report that covered the period of July lSf 
through August 30th nearly a week late. 

4. In the pre-primary report that was ultimately filed late by the Committee, an 
expenditure in the amount of $25,602.00 was made to McLaughlin and Associates for 
television ads (See Attachment 6). This is believed to be inaccurate in two ways. First, 
the Committee aired television ads during the first half of July that had to be paid for in 
advance. No expenditure is listed for this July television buy. Secondly, the fact that the 
date of the above noted expenditure coincides with the date the late report was filed 
makes the expenditure itself very suspect. One also must question the payment of the 
actual production costs of the ads as no expenditure is listed for this on any report. 

5. The Campaign has filed only two reports and an amendment to date. 
Regardless of the fact that it missed the first quarter report entirely and the fact the pre- 
primary report was late, there still remains another infraction relative to these and all 
other filings by the Committee. Under the Act, all committees with expenditures or 
receipts in excess of $50,000.00 must file their reports electronically with the FEC. This 
regulation was effective January 1,2002. The Committee has chosen to ignore this 
regulation in its entirety and chooses instead to provide only paper filings of its reports. 
On September 16,2002, the FEC notified the Committee of its failure to comply with this 
regulation (See Attachment 7). In its telegram to the Committee, the FEC further stated 
that the Committee’s paper filings do not satisfy a political committee’s legal obligation 
to file. Based on this regulation, the result of filing a paper report is the same as not 
filing a report at all. Accordingly, the Committee should be found in violation of not 
making any reports to the FEC this year. To date, the Committee has chosen to ignore 
the September 16,2002 FEC telegram and remains in violation of the Act and all relative 
FEC rules and regulations. 

6. On October 1,2002, a letter was distributed by Mr. Chuck Mansfield who 
listed himself as Chairman of Alumni for O’Grady, Five Birchwood Court, Suite 3C, 
Mineola, NY 1 1501 -45 16 (See Attachment 8 and 9). This letter went to more than fifty 
people who are alumni of Charminade High School in Mineola, New York and solicited 
funds for the Friends of Marilyn O’Grady campaign. The letter also listed the email 
address and the web site address of the Friends of Marilyn O’Grady campaign. Further, 
this letter was mailed in envelopes with the return address listed as the address for the 
Friends of Marilyn O’Grady Committee and presumably paid for by the Committee. 
Despite all of the obvious involvement of the Committee in the production and 
distribution of the letter, no disclaimer indicating who paid for the mailing, or any 
authorization by the Committee appears on the letter. I believe this is a clear violation of 
law. 
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Based on the facts I have provided above, I respectfully request the Federal 
Elections Commission take immediate action against the Friends of Marilyn O'Grady 
congressional campaign, Mr. Thomas Keller, Treasurer, and Mrs. Marilyn 0' Grady, 
candidate. Blatant disregard for the law to this level cannot be tolerated. 

Thank you for your immediate consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely yours, ./ 

Chairman 
Nassau County Democratic Committee 

STATE OF NEW YORK 1 

COUNTYOF N- 1 
)ss.: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this m a y  of 0- ,2002. 
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Advhory olpinion Request 

ADRprOggmmUpdate 
~ h t  Cobmission recently 

resolved two additional cases under 
the Ahexnative Dispute Resolutlian 
(mR)pqy=-=pcmdf=~,tbg: 
d e g 8 d v i d m o f t h e F a .  - 
Eldm Campaign Act (the Act) alld 
the penaltie assessed am iistedbelow. 
1. The Commission dismissed the . 

mner concerning the Idaho 
Christian C d t i o n  after the 
ADR office d e t e d e d  that the 
allegations ofthe coqlain~, 
regarding prohibited coprate 
and h-khd conhbutions, were 
unsubstantiated. (ADK030;, I 

MuR5070) ' 

2. The CoXnrnssion reached . 
agreement witb Eagle far 
Corngress, its -surer, Debby 
Linhardr, anb Michael. Fehstein 
concerning excessive contribu- - . 

tions. Edngle for Congress and its - 
treasurex acknowledged that an . 
hadveatentsoftwaree+rror . - 
resulted in their violation of the : a 

' Act, but that they refuxlded the 
- excessive contribution upon . 
: discovering it. The committee -. , 

and its tfe&urer am to pay a - 
$l,OoO civil pedty and to attend 
mPBC-s;ponsoredsfa 
candidatecoxnmrttees .Mr. 
P ~ a c E n r o w l e d g e d ~ k  
haduraintentidymadethe 
excessivemttibutimand ageid 
to pay a $500 civil penalty. (ADR 
W,MUR5214)+' . 

-AmyKon 1 

Nonlgilers . 

l le  campaign ccmmiw'ofthe 
candidates listed below failed to filt 
q&d csmpaign finance reports. 
The Federal Election Campaign Act 
requires the Commissicm to publish 
the names of principal campaign 
committees if they fail to file 12 day 
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